"MINUTES. 


. or = 
5 7 16 
9 Af . * + ; $ V+ a7 7 1 * 


| CONVERSATIONS 4 


TWIN | C | 


0 


Preachers afid Delegates, | || 
Latein Connexion with ; "7 | | 


THE REV. Ms. WESLEY, © ||| 


ALAN ix 


- . M | / 


On the 2d, Sc. of JUNE, 1800. 


* > | 
LEEDS: 3 © > 108 
PRINTED BY z. *BAINES; ; Fe 2 


axd 301 5 BY 1. NANA, AnD ALL THE ans * Tu =, 
| FTW DD RY 54) ii} 


8 o . - F wy 
L. ö — 3 a. > Ab 
* * E 5 . Ps 
bern ONE PENNY. 
2 2 | 
. | oF” : : * 
. 
* 
- 3 
* ” 
— 


* - - - , / F 
4 * * ” 
' - 
— Wh =O HOP ens 


\ fp 


M I N U T E 8. 
62. El. &. 


— — 
* F * 


CCORDING to the appointment of the 8 held 
at Nottingham last year, the Preachers and Delegates - _ 
assembled at 2 — and after prayer proceeded to busi- 
ness. 
1. Quest. Who compose the present Conference 
Anrw. Newcastle, E. Oakes, J. Aynsley.— Leede, W. Brown, - 
R. Oastler.— Huddersfield, A. Cummin, T. Vickerman.— 
Manchester, T. Shore, S. Heginbottom.— Hanley, W. Haslam, 
J. Ridgway.— Liverpool, W. Styan, S. Francis. Chester, J. 
Mallison, J. Parry. —Sbeſſield, J. Mort, T. Hayward. Hall, 
8. Eversfield, J. Smith. Nortingbam, W. Thom, R.Hall,— Il 
Bolton, J. Revil, T. Ramaden.—Blackburw,,JuHuret, E. Shar- 
rocks, London, J. Grundell.— Birmingham, J. Brooks, T. Da- 
vis —Macclesfiela, G. Mattheuson, 1. Cash,—Lisburn, G. 
—_— 3 l 1 
2. O. Who remain on trial? 9 
| 4, J. Mort, J. Mallinson, J. Revil, W. in Hels, oY 
W. Styan, All these have travelled Moos years. + 92 
8. Smith, W. Driver, C. Donald, W. Farmer, E. Oakes, 
J. Winstanly, J. Mc Clure. Al A have travelled tuo cars, 
T. Shore, G. Beaumont, G. Hendly, P. Roby, J. Hurst, G.; | 
Wall. J. Brooks, P. Collins. The two last were called out 
by the Committee. All these have travelled one year. ) 
3. S Who are now admitted on trial? : We || 
A. J. Heaps. 4 
4. 2, Who have desisted from travelling? e 
4. J. Hewitt, G. Matthewson, R. Bridge. : | 4 
5. Q. Are there any objections to che characters, of the tras Be. 
wlling Preachers? 
4. By the certificates received from the quarterly Meetings, | 
t 22 that they were all thought proper to be continued 
in the wor ' 


| 
| 
6, 2. How are the Preachers stationed this year? | PTE 1 | | 
| 
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A. Newcastle, E. Oakes, G. Wall. 
Leeds, W. San, Th Is 
"Ih | 


PSY : 
Huddersfield, J. Winstanley, G. Beaumont. 
Halifax, W. Brown. 4 $8.44 
Manchester, S. Eversfield, A. Cummin, G. Taylor. 
Hanley, J. Mallinson, P. Roby. | 

; , J. Grundell, W. Farmer, 
Chester, T. Shore, J. Hurst. 5 | | 
Belton, J. Jones. These three shall change once a fort- 
Blackburn, J. Heaps.) night or every three weeks as may be 


Wigan, A Preacher & thought best; and to be under the ge. 


to de sent by the Com- Þ neral direction of the superintendent 
mitttee. of the Manchester Circuit. 


"x Nottingham, W. Thom, W. Haslam, C. Donald. 


- re mittee, and to be under the general direction 
urmimgham, of the Superintendent of Nottingham. 
Hull, J. Mort, G. Hendley. 

- Sheffield, W. Driver, S. Smith. 

Lisburn, ]. Mc. Clure, P. Collins. 

London, a Preacher to be sent by the Committee. 


f A Preacher for each to be sent by the Com- 


7. O. What shall be done to prevent the Preachers, who are 

nauot delegated, from leaving their circuits in the time of Conte. - 
- rence and coming to the place where the Conference is held? 

. + A. Let all such be sent for by the Conference and interro- 


gated as to the cause of their absence from the circuits, 


8. 2. Shall any member of the Conference be allowed to 
j-—--appornt another person to act for him? 


A. After the Conference is formed, no member of it shall be 


— 


uffered to chuse another person to act for him except in the 
dense of illness or extraordinary business, of which the Confe- 


rence shall judge. 


9. ©. Who sball be considered as the representatives of the 
bdocieties at the quarterly meetings ? 


A. The representatives of the societies at the quarterly meet. 


ines shall be appointed by the Leaders“ meeting, but where, 
there is no Leader's meeting, the society shall appoint, | 


10. O. Shall any of the circuits which are at a distance from 
the place where the Conference is held, be excused from send. 
ing Delegates on account of the expence. | 

A. When, there are two or more Preachers in a circuit, 1 


Delegate and a Preacher shall be sent if the circuit can afford i, 


but if it can afford to send only one representative it shall be: 
Preacher and a Delegate alternatively every year, not with 


|. - standing it shall have the privilege of sending two represen 


tatives again whenever it can bear the expence. 
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In those circuits where there is one Preacher only, there shall! 
be but one representative, a- Preacher and a Delegate alterna- 
tely as before mentioned. In all cases where a circuit can- 
not afford to send a representative a letter shall be deemed suf- 
fcient, nevertheless the right of sending representatives is still 
reserved, and the circuit may send them whenever it can bear 
the expence. v | | . 
11, 2, Who are to be considered as members of our soeie- 
ties ? | 2 

J. Only those who meet in class. 

12. O. What rule shall be adopted respecting the atten» 
dance of a Leader at the Leaders“ meeting? | : 

A. If any Leader shall neglect to attend the Leaders“ Meet-  * 
ing three times successively, without satisfactory reasons, he shall 
be changed, and his asistant put into his place. | 

12. 2, What rule is to be observed respecting the town Stew- 
ards ? e 95 3 | / 

A. One of them shall not be a Leader, if a proper person can 
be found, | | 73 

14 2, What is the duty of a superintendent ? | 

A. He shall take care that all the rules of the Connexion be 
carried into execution, as he must be accountable to the Con- 
ference, + | Des ol 

15. Q: What sball be done with respect to the change. of ll 
Preachers in the interval of Conference? _ N 

A. Where there are two Preachers in a circuit, there shall he 
ro change with other Preachers until the Conference, except 
by the mutual consent of their circuits. And no Preacher sbal. 
leave 'his circuit on any pretence whatever to bring any ex: It 
pence on the Conference. 55 1 RA 1 
r can de done to prevent expence by the divi: 0 

A. In case the division of a Circuit be deemed necessary, he 
opinion of the quarterly meeting shall be sent to the Confe- 
rence, that the brethren may determine on the propriety of it. 
Cree: Are any other regulation wanting respeRing te 

UHcuits. phy Ft 2 = 
A.” Yes, ist. A. book shall be kept in every Circuit, in which 
tie superintendent sball enter the names of all the members of | 9 
| 


lhe societies every year, prior to Conference, — 2d. If any Cir- 

cuit recommend a Preacher in their yearly certificate, and some 

well founded object ions to his character come from any other U | 

part of the Connexion in the same year, the Canferenee shall if 

2 him another year in that Circuit which recommended It 
im, 1 8 2 1 4 „„ N 
18. 2, When shall the yearly — be made? 


5 9 5 | 

A. It shall be proposed to the elasses at the October visita - 
tion, and paid at the January quarterly meeting,—A Public 
collect ion also shall be made sometime before the Conference, 


for the education of the Preacher's children. 
19. 2. What is the judgment of Conference concerning the 


annual Committee? 


A. The report of their business has been received, and tie 

brethren think that they have acted as prudently as circum- 

stances would admit. | | | 
20. 2. How shall the Annual Committee, and the Com- 


| mittee for stationing the Preachers be chosen? 


A. By ballot. | | 

21. 2, Who compose the Annual Committee this year ? 

A. S. Eversfield, W. Thom, R. Hall. | 

22. 2, Who act as Stewards for the Connexion this year? 

A. R. Hall, Steward and Treasurer, W. Thom, Steward 
and corresponding member. | 


| N. B. All letters to the annual Committee, and correspond 


ing member must be post paid. . 
„ The Annual Committee shall not bring out any Preacher 
to travel whose circumstances may be such as to bring any 


Expenc+ on the Conference or that the Circuit to which he is 
going cannot 


ag: 2. What can be allowed to G. Beaumont's mother ac- 


cCeording to the agreement made w:th him at the Sheffield Con- 


ce ? 

A. 121. per ann. so long as he continues unmarried. 
24.2. What shall be done to prevent the Preachers on trial 
from taking improper"steps with respect to marriage ? 

4. No Preacher on trial shall marry without the consent of 
Conference. 3 = 

25. 2. In what manner shall a Preacher's case who is pro» 
posed to travel, be considered by the regular meetings ok the 


Circuit ? 


A. Let them inquire into his piety, ministerial abilites, and 
situation in life, and send à certificate of them to the Ann 
Committee, or to the Conference: The certificate of every 
meeting should be signed by the superintendent, and genera: 
Steward of the Circuit. 48 : zn falt 
26. 2. What is the difference between a Preacher in fal 


connex ion, and a Preacher on trial? 


A. A Preacher in tull connexion is approved with 2 
his ministerial abilities, and cannot be rejected afterwards t0 


any supposed deficiency”; but his piety, and diligence in the 


work of the Ministry, shall be subject to an annual examind” 


* 5 


tion, and the an certificate on that head shall be sent to Con- 0 
- ference, © il 
Agreed, that the rule made at the Sheffield Confintnie res- [ 
petting Preachers in full connexion shall stand; namely that 
every Predcher who shall have travelled four years, or conti- 
nued that space of time in the Ministry in any other war shall 
be considered as such. 1 
27. 2, How can the members of our Societies be prevented = 
from going to law? 
A. When any difference happens between two of the mem 
bers of our Societies, let them chuse two arbitrators, who shall | 
hear evidence and settle the business; but if they. cannot agree | 
on any particular point they shall call in an umpire whose de- 
cision shall be final. If anv part of the business should happen 
to depend on a question in law, the arbitrators shall have liber- MM 
ty to call in the advice of counsel. . 
„ The member who will not submit to this rule must 
be expelled, 
1 1 Can any thing de done to aid the circulation of te 
oks 
A. Let a catalogue of them be printed and put up at all the 
Chapels, and let every Preacher publish them from the pulpit. 
209, 2, What Chapels have been Opens 1 in our Connexion” [ 
this year? . = | 
4. Twelve. At the following places: Leicester; Otley; 1 
Hull ; Liverpool, two; Manchester; Ashton-under- line; Map» || 
Feel: Wigan; Newcastle-un der ine: 0 nN ; and Lane- 
p. 1 
| 30. 2. What are the numbers in Society $4726 pO | 
\ 


A. Newcastle Circuit, - 345. :- 1M 
Leeds, Do. W 47 A 
Huddersfield, Do. - — 810 5 
Manchester, Do. - — 895 | 
Hanley, Do. - - 380 
5 Liverpool, Do. — oo 
b Chester, Do. — — 164 
1 Bolton, Do. — - 210 
Blackburn, Do. . — 48 
1 Nottingham, Do. - . 840 5 
Birmingham, Do - 5 30 | 
. . over 4439 7 
ne a 
Mi v4 1G There must have beon a great mistake in taking the num- | 
bers last year, for more than 1 39 have been added this Joon: - = WM 


„ 

3 . 
A. Newcaſtle, 14 62 
bs Leeds, | 15 16 2 
Do. (a e 1.10 

| Huddersfield, 19 5 6 

— Mancheſter, . 20 00 
Hanley, . 10 6 3 
Liverpool, 11 2.2 
Cheſter, : | 6 12-0 
Nottingham, 25 5 0 
an 
Sheffield, 13 41 
Bolton, 4 4 0 
Birmingham, 0 18 0 
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Hull, Do. 
Sheffield. Do. 
Macclesfield, Do. 
London, Do. 
Lisburn ö Do. 


31. Q. What is ————— by 
me Circuits toward deſtay ing ex- 


Stockton, (a Friend) 2 0 0 


Balance from laſt 


year, 3 10 5 
Deficient, © 100 10 10 
K. 258 16 4 


exponces, 


4439 
- 106 
7 799 
- 82 
T 33. 
* | 335 
Total, - 5794 


92. O. What is allowed for 
_ deficiencies in the Circuits? 


. 5, d. 
A, Nottingham, 20 0 0 
Liſburn, dele- 
gate expences. ö 226 
Huddersfield, 30 140 
Mancheſter, 13 30 
Cheſter, 11 3 0 
Bolton, 14 00 
Birmingham, 30 60 
Macclesfield, 3 140 
*Hauley, 15 00 
London, 28 16 0 
Late Mr. Kilbamf 2 10 0 


J. Brooks expence 
of Travelling and 1 15 
Letters, 
G. Matthewſon, 
R. Bridge, Quarte- 
rage, &c. 7. 85. 8d. 
do. expences,9/, 16s. 
Gd Allowed .. 5s. 22 40 2 
G Beaumont's Mo- 

ther, 12 00 
Mr. Eversfield (loſt 
by Sale of a Horfe.) 3 18 6 
Mr. Lon Lodg- 
ings, Coals, &c. 
*Arnald Chapel, 
Expences of Calling 


11 80 


13 30 . 
9 10 0 


out P. Collins 4 10 0 
Expences of Annual 
Committee, 4 43 


Mr. Dickinſon, for 
ſupplying a Circuit, 2 12 6 


＋. 258 16 4 


Fog Theſe will be paid as toom as the remainder of the collections of 


Auguſt _ arc all ſent in. 


* 
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„ 
33. 2. How shall bs deficiencies be made up 7 ul 
A. Let a collection be made by all the Circuits i in the fol» |} 


lowing proportion, and sent to Mr, Higinbottom, Merchant at 
— by the 20th of August. ] 


£, * . 3.6 a+ 

Neweaſtlle, 6 90 - Defficiency, 100 10 10 
Leeds, 819 0 Balance, $ 3 3 | 
Huddersfield, 15 3 6 | 
Mancheſter, 16 15 6 Il; 
*Hanley, 4:2 6 | g 
Liverpool, 4 10 0 f 
Cheſter, 3 16 Mt 
Nottingham, 153-:18.0- * | 
Hull, 2 00 "1 
* Sheffield, 15 0 0 : 5 
Bolton, 3 19 0 =. 
Blackburn, 0 18 0 4 
A Friend in Leeds, Mi 
(A gift.) af MS N | 
H. 100 14 0 FE. 100 140 8 


84. 2. When and where shall our next it Conference meet? 
4. At Leeds on Whitsun Monday, May 25th, 1801, 


# Nct paid i in, as the Delegates of theſe Circuits left the Couſerence- { 
before the accounts were cloſed, 11 
— : 1 
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General Account of the Pook-Room, April, 30th, 1800, the Pur- | Al 


ticulars of which were laid —"—_ the Book Committee at the Con- | 
ference, 61 | 
| Contra. . 5 11 
D 1 
5 - | : wg . 4. d. " ' 
: F. 5. d. By Stock in Book- 3 3 
To Sundry Perſons for : 7 7 „ 


Paper, Printing, &c. 460 11 4 — £1 
a By do. in the Circuits, 86 15 10 q 

To Caſh on Intereſt, 213 10 0 4 1 
By Money owing, 249 19 0 

To Balance. 197 10 2 | 


By do. in hand, 31 G+, 
£71116 | An 
| ' 1 0 6 4 
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Addreſs to the Connexion, 


Dax BreTHREN, 


HEN we take a retrospective view of the affairs of the 
Connexion, for the last year, we feel our minds deeply 
impressed with a grateful sense of the divine blessing which 
has enabled us to proceed in the establishment of a rational and 
scripture plan of church government. "x 


By this plan the people chuse the Leaders, the Leaders no- 
minate the Stewards; and if the Societies approve, they confirm 
the nomination, But what perfects, and fixes our gospel liber- 
ty, 1s, the principle of delegation ; .on this principle, every 
Circuit can represent in Conference the spiritual state of the 
people by the Preacher, who has laboured among them the 
| . preceeding year, and the Delegate chosen from among the peo- 
. — at the last quarterly meeting, is always furnished with in- 

| 2rmation and power to transact the temporal business. 
This union of the Preachers and people in making and en- 
_ Forcing their own laws, is the hinge, on which the door of re- 
Jigious liberty moves; destroy this, and the door is shut at 
once. Blessed be God we have no majorities of Trustees, 
Leaders, and Stewards to obtain, before we can have the ordi- 
- nances, of the gospel introduced into our chapels; No! We 
glory in our liberty of calling no man father upon the earth, 


and value ourselves on an attachment to that supremacy which 


is vested in our Saviour, in the sacred concernments of his 
FF. kingdom. Thus we have been directed by the model of the 

apostolic age to introduce that order, in which, the people sat 
in council, voted in the election of church officers; and gave 
their suffrage in spiritual matters. 77 5 


„But, dear Brethren, notwithstanding the enjoyment of these 
privileges, we might adopt the words of the prophet and say 
that we had © spent our money for that which is not bread, and 

and our labour for that which satisfieth not,“ unless we could 
also add, that care has been taken to establish a lively and 
experimental minigry in the Connexion. A ministry that 
may open the eyes of the blind, alarm the fears of the guilty, 


| 
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rouse the slumbering conscience, and bring sinners to the know- 


. ledge of God. And the Conference earnestly requests the re- 
gular meetings to attend to the minute made this year res- 


ing the manner of calling out Preachers, and also to be 


punctual in giving the yearly certificate, that those ministers 
who areapproved may be known, and counted worthy of double 
honour. : N 


Several excellent rules have been recommended by the quar- 
terly meetings, among which we reckon the rule that establishes 


2 mode of setting all differences which may arise in the Con- 


nexion by arbitration, instead of going to law, —and thoce 


which explain the offences for which a member of Society should 
be reproved, censured, and expelled. And as we wish yopr 
perfection in knowledge and grace, we have thought proper to 
make a declaration of those blessed doctrines, which we believe 
to be essential to salvation, the fall of man, redemption by 
the blood of Jesus Christ. Justification by faith, the compleat 


ganctification of believers, and the necessity of continuing in 
faith and good works to the end, in order to final salvation. 1 


This declaration, together with the manner of proceeding in 


church censures, will be printed with the rules of our Societies, 
which the Conference has ordered the corresponding member to 


prepare for the press. | 
To conclude, we hope that all the members of our Societies 


vill be conscientious in the relative duties of life, and walk as 1 
the psalmist expresses it with a perfect beart at home. That 
they will be diligent in meeting the class, hearing the word of 


the Lord, and waiting upon him in the house of prayer. 


Nothing can be done in the work of the Lord without divine 
influences, therefore, look for, and constantly expect those gra- 
cious assistances from him which he has promised in his word. 


Read a portion of the holy scriptures every day; meditate on 


the promises of future glory, till you feel the fire kindle in 
your hearts, and make the precepts a light, to direct your steps, 


and a lamp to point out your path to the kingdom of God. 


Thus you will be preserved from dead formality on the one 
hand, 80 displeasing in the church Lodicea, and from wild un- 
meaning rant on the other so reproachful to the religion of 
Christ. Pray for the perity of Zion, that her sons and her 
daughters may be glorious within, and blameless without, walk- 
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0g in the fear of the Lord, and in the comforts of the Hol 
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1 Live like fellow-members of that bay Ges lle 


is the Head; bear one another's burthens, supply one another 7 


. wants, coyer one another's faults, exhort each other daily, and 


persevere in well-doing to the end. May the God 2 
Aud conglation grant you to be like-minded one towards another, 
according to Christ fetus > That ye may with one mind and ons ] 


wi glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Ferus Cin. 
2 © Signed i in behalf of the Conference, 
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FEY, intended as an this n 


2 3 — 10 the Large Hymn Book. 4 

N 44 
I mall Volume will be found u ver -&1 

1 adap@d-to the different parts of Public Worshifl 


n deficiency ig the Large Hymn Book which bas been (often ÞY 
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